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 E. M. Kempton. The Wiley-Interscience Publication, 2011. This book is part of the Wiley-Interscience Series in Analytical
Chemistry. The book covers the spectroscopic methods of analysis. The first chapter of the book describes in details the
principle of all these techniques in the form of a definition of the objective of the study, the definitions and the laws, the

general principles of the physical and chemical methods used, the relation to the state of the art of the time, the various types of
instrumental set up for the study and the user and finally a section on the commercial available kits. The chapters are distributed

in a rather unusual manner. They first introduce the principles and methods used, then the application to be studied, then the
general and detailed description of the analysis and the last section, where the commercial kits are listed, with a description of
the instruments and the hardware and software necessary. The choice of the applications is not random. The majority of the

applications deal with food analysis, toxicity studies or pharmaceutical analysis. However, the book also deals with the
determination of chemical structure, stability of compounds, the development of new compounds, the presence of impurities or

the reaction mechanism.  Some recent and very helpful articles are attached as annexes to this book. Of special interest is the
last article of the book, a survey of the different applications of the Fourier transform infrared spectroscopy. The overall index
of the book is very good. The book is very informative and seems to be a good starting point for the interested students in the

area of analytical chemistry. Of course there are many other good books which could be recommended for the interested
students and for the beginners. Nevertheless the book was too full for my taste, and I would have liked to have seen a book more
focused on methods. Also for the authors, the book is too complete, so at least some of the parts should be separated or even re-

written to make more appropriate for the interested student. Finally, for the students, the book would be really useful as a
reference book, but it is not enough to have a book listing the different applications of the different methods. The user should
have an overview of all the methods and the theoretical background. The chapter on the FT-IR spectroscopy is very helpful to

have a global overview of all the different applications of FT-IR. The last chapter of the book could serve as a useful short
course on the fundamentals of FT-IR and could serve as a nice introductory book 82157476af
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